
 “Mother Russia Is Calling: Russian Women From Catherine the Great to Ksenia Sobchak” 

 There is a persistent image of Russia as very masculine from Peter the Great to Lenin, Stalin, 

Krushchev, and certainly today’s Putin.  At the same time, from Russian Orthodox veneration of 

the Blessed Mother, to Catherine’s skill and ambitions to Sobchack’s commercial, media and 

political resilience and resourcefulness as one of the only candidates to oppose Putin, women 

have played a crucial role in determining the culture and destiny of the Russian, Soviet and now 

Post-Soviet State.  How can we understand this paradox?  Through a selected gallery of great 

Russian women and the impact they have always had from the dinner table to the Duma.  
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