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* Mrs. Jane McCallum Still Fights
- For Old Ideals--Recognition 6f Women

i By.CURTIS BISHOP |The Austin Amerlcan, to publish
The days pass gracefully for Mrs.| her column headed “Suffrage Cor-

Jane Yelvington McCallum, and| ner.” She threw oneeditorial bar-
_éhe wears_them as well as in the!

years she was launching crusades
for . womens' rights.or when . she
was serving as secretary of state
under two governors,

At her comfortable home at 613
West 32nd Street Mrs. McCallum
tfends flowers and shrubs with un.
usually : ‘green - fingers’, keeps up
personal assoclations of half a cen-
tury and spends other hours work-
ing away at a hobby which Texans
should be happy she adopled—the
history “of  her native state, and
particularly *of the  women who
have served it.

And ‘she spends odd hours put-
ting into physical form some of
her memories. K

THERE ARE MANY of them, and
those recollections are  important
to the Texas story. They begin, for
her, as-a child at. La Vernia in
Wilson County in the year 1878,
Her father set her up on a gate
post and told her to watch the
winding road very carefully,

A trail herd bound for Kansas
was raising dust a mile or so
away and her father wanted his
whole family to see it pass,

- "It will be the last one on the
Chisholm Trail,” he predicted.

It was,

Then those floed of memorles
move on to 180G, when the son of
a Carolina planter came {o Texas
on a visit and on the spur of the
moment agreed to become a teach-
er in the La Vernia schools.

«He" didn't realize it at the mo-
ment, but it was the decision of a
lifetime.

The young Carolinian was to
become one of Texas' best known
and best loved school superinten.
dents, and not {foo many years
after his death an impressive Aus-
tin high school was to bear his

name.

He and the 18.year-old S?elvlng-
ton girl who had already became
closely interested in Texas history
and legend were married the same
year. After feachin gassignments at
kenedy and Seguin he hecame asso-
ciatd with the Austin public schools
in 1903,

And, once a citizen of the Capi.
tal City, Mrs. McCallum  grew
more and more concerned with the
affairs of her state. Already she
had spoken out on two crusades
dear o her heart—women’s suf-
frage and prohibition, She per-
suaded Hal Sevier, then owner of

rage. after another. at the scoffing
‘opposition o granting women the
right to cast a ballot,

.. Later she became a full fledged
.slaft member of ‘The ' Statesman
iI(the two papers were not then' af-
'filiated) ‘and stayed with the news-
‘pnper fraternity throughout World
{War - 1I, despite the fact that-she
continued to campaign editorially
ifor prohibition ~and the Stafes-
iiman’s editor, Edmunds Travis, was
actively, 'opposed - it.

" MRS, _McCULLUM  was one of
the - first mothers ever to' attend
| the. University of Texas, and she
iwas as active on the campus as in
ther. crusade for women's rights.
‘One reform for which she was di-
1rectly responsible were signs di-
irecting new students to wvarlous
buildings, Some of them; ordered
‘posted by the UT president, are
still there, ’

i Women's suffrage had come, and
inlso prohibition for its era, but
‘Mrs. McCallum had not lost her
iinterest in public affairs. Women,
“she Xstill Insisted, must take a
ibigger - responsibility in govern-
‘ment, S

And there were still issues, The
19205 had arrived but it was still
‘Texas,
| The Ku Klux Klan had come
back to life, A political personality
|named James ‘E. Ferguson was
| fighting, to. hold gubernatorial au-
thority under his wife's name. And
a young Central Texas attorney,
Dan Moody, won office as attorney
general, then boldly began to as-
sail the record of Ferguson's ad-
ministration, .

It was no present day campaign
in which funds are contributed by
the - many - thousands and profes-
sional public relations men steer
a candidate carefully down the
victory trail, Dan Moody had a
ringing volce and unlimited energy
and some {friends—one of them
Jane Y, McCallum, .

She set up local campaign head-
quarters at her home, borrowing
typewriters and other equipment.
She and friends contributed mod-
estly to employ one sccretary at
$75 a month, Letters, editorials and
pamphlets ., . . out they {looded
asking Texas women to vote for
Dan Moody.

Enough did. And during the
Christmas holidays the governor«
to-be paid a visit to Mrs. McCallum
rand shortly she was secretary of
| state,

She found that the office was
sadly in need of a woman's touch.
She had installed new index fil-
ing and modern office machinery.
And when going through one cab-
inet she found a rusty tin box,
tied with a rotting ribbon, and in-
side the long missing copy of the
Texas Declaration of Independ.
ence signed March 2, 1836. .

Mrs. McCallum served as secre-
tary of state for .2t years, long-
er than any other. But the “priv-
ate” life to which she then re-
tired was by no means an idle
one, The grey haired soft faced
lady can still take time out from
her wWriting and her flowers to
join a crusade, .

Her children are widely scat-
tered now, only A, N, or Artfe, as
he is better known, living in Aus-
tin. XKathleen has ‘become Mrs,
John L. Morley and lives in Okla-
homa City. A, Y. McCallum is now
a contractor in . Corpus Christi
after achieving football fame as
coach at Texas A&I under the
nickname of “Bud.” Brown Mec-

Callum lives in Alice and Henry
B, McCallum in Tyler, -

Eight. grandchildren  and  one
great grandchild occasionally visit
the shady home on West 32nd,
where wisteria breaks out into
glorfous bloom early every spring.
Then Mrs,  McCallum  puts  her
writing away . for awhile. She is
nat one to let the past overshadow
the present. .

HER WRITING is  varied—are
ticles for newspapers,” magazines,
and so on. One. of her most serious
efforts is: a book recording "the
feats ‘and personalitics  of women
both -prominent and notorlpus in
the Texas stry, which she has en-
titled “Not All Texans Are Men,"
- This pseudo Texas historian and
often .would be author has read
portions of ‘it, and there are some
highly inferesting - accounts of
women who have contributed much
to Texas, But the effort is blighted
by one unpardonable omission.

There isn't a' chapter in it about
Jane Y. McCallum. .

JANE Y. McCALLUM
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